[image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]
image7.png
AUGUST 1986
Rabbi Joseph Radinsky
PAGE SEVEN

became businessmen, managers, and clerks. These two beliefs sustained
us in the Exile. Let us hope and pray that these two beliefs will
also sustain us now in modern Israel, and that both the left and

the ultra orthodox right will nmot abandon them now that we have Israel.
Let us hope and pray that all those who call into question these

two basic Jewish beliefs will soon see the error of their ways so

that we can get on with the task of building a Jewish State which

will truly be a light unto the nations.
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People have often asked me, "Rabbi, why is it that no matter in what
society Jews have lived they have always managed to rise to the top?
They have always managed to make significant contributions to the
societies in which they have lived." This was true in the days of
Joseph in Egypt. It was true in Babylonia, in the Greek-Roman period,
in the Middle Ages, and most certainly today. Look at any society
in which Jews have lived, and you will notice that they always made
- . . . hate
significant contributions to every society in which they lived.

Why should this be so?

It seems to me that the reason for this is because Judaism has always
stressed two principles: one, G-d helps those who help Him make

this a better world; and, two, every individual must take upon himself
personal responsibility. We are also a religion of hope. Our toast

is "L'Chaim - to life". Our religion believes that we should enter inld
life and enhance life. We should not withdraw from life under the
false assumption that life in this world can only corrupt us. We
believe that entering life enhances our spiritual understanding.

It does not diminish it.

In the Torah portion Devoreem, in which Moshe begins his final speech
to the Jewish people, he recapitulates Jewish history. In this first
part of his final speech he reviews for the Jewish people the siﬂ
of the spies. He reminds them how they murmured in their tents and
said, "Because the Lord hates us He has brought us out of the Land
of Egypt to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy

"

us. They refused to go up to the Land of Israel. The rabbis say

that this happened on the night of Tisha B'Av, and G-d said, "“Since
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tonight you cried for nothing, in the future you will have something

to cry about on this night."

The rabbis ask, why is it that ten of the twelve spies brought back
an evil report of the land saying that it was too strong for the
Jewish people to conquer? Why did they say, "Ki Az Ha'Am - because
the people are strong (who live in the land)?" The rabbis interpret
the word "Az" to mean "Avoda Zora - idol worship". In other words,
these spies looked at the Land of Canaan and said, "It is filled
with people who have succumbed to the worst forms of idol worship
and who are very strong in their beliefs. How can we allow the Jewish
people to enter the Land of Israel? They are going to be tempted
by all this idol worship. They are going to lose their spiritual
bearings. The Jewish people are taking too great a risk by going
into the Land of Israel.” These leaders, according to the rabbis,
were not afraid of physical defeat. They were afraid of spiritual
defeat. They said, "It would be better if we would just stay in

the desert and learn Torah. Let other people fight and make wars
and try to implement morality in the world. G-d now is giving us
manna and water in the desert. Wé.ﬂavedféisure to study Torah.

Let the goyim worry about running the world. We should just stay
and learn Torah. Why risk losing our children? Why risk becoming

contaminated by ideas of Avoda Zora?"

Moshe, in his final speech to the Jewish people, reminds the Jewish
people again and again of this terrible sin. We Jewish people have
been called upon to be G-d's partner in creation. We have been called

upon to implement G-d's teachings in the real world., It is true
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that we have suffered losses in the past because of temptations of
the world, and it is true that we risk losing our children and being
contaminated by the real world, but this is a risk we must take.

We cannot run from this responsibility. When we do we fail in
our mission as Jews. This is what Moshe emphasizes over and over

again in this Torah portion.

Immediately after warning the-people about the error of trying to
withdraw from the world and live a sheltered life, Moshe tells them
how the Jewish people tried to interact with the children of Esau

and the children of Moab in peaceful ways, and even though they were
rebuffed, we learn that we are to positively interact with the peoples
of the world. We also learn how, because Sichon, the King of Cheshvon,
and Og, the King of Bashon, came out to fight the Jewish people and
would not let them pass to the Holy Land, the Jewish people were
forced to engage them in battle and defeat them. We Jews are not

to withdraw from the world, but we are to meet its challenges.

G-d has promised us that He will help us if we will try to meet every

challenge head on.

Moshe recounts, too, how the two tribes of Reuven and Gad had come

to him asking that they be excused from entering the Land of Israel

but instead be allowed to live in Transjordan. Moshe, at first,

had become very angry with them because he thought they were committing
the sin of the spies, that they were trying to adopt a Judaism which
says, "We must segregate ourselves from the world, not be imvolved

in the world, and just concentrate on earning an easy living and
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learning Torah in the desert." Moshe tells us here that he only
acceded to the request of Reuven and Gad after he was convinced that
they were not trying to withdraw from the world. They had promised
to send their own men to serve in the vanguard of the army which
would conquer Canaan. They could only live in Transjordan if they
were willing to share the fate of the Jewish people in trying to
implement the Torah's ideals in the real world. The whole burden

of Moshe's message is summed up in the last sentence of the Torah
TiRg-um
Tiwas—om.

portion: "You shall not fear them - Lo The Jewish people
should never be afraid of life. They should always grasp the opportunities
given them to implement as fully as possible the Torah's teachings

in the real world.

Unfortunately, today we see a revival of the attitude of the ewisd
spies among some of the ultra orthodox community, the Netura Karta,
in Israel. They almost repeat word for word the sin of the spies.
"What do we need a State for? If G-d would have wanted us to have

a State He would have given it to us like He took us out of Egypt.

We did not do anything then. He sent the plagues. If we have to
fight and suffer for a State, it must mean G-d does not want us to
have it. What's more, look at the great risk we are taking. Secular
society is immoral and lewd and it will deceive our childremn." They,
of course, are wrong. We are supposed to, at every opportunity,
implement Judaism's teachings in the real world. If at this juncture
in history the world, through the League of Nations and United Nations,
has given us the opportunity to build a Jewish State, we should do

it even at the loss of much blood and at the risk of contaminating

ourselves with the moral dilemmas of the real world. We are not
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just to sit in the desert and learn Torah. We are to implement the
Torah in the real world. We are to learn Torah and implement its

teachings by contributing to the building of Israel and the Jewish

people.

That is what Moshe told the tribes of Reuven and Gad, but there is
another message which Moshe also gave in this Torah portion. Even
before he talked about the sin of the spies he mentioned the famous
line, "How can I alone bear your burdens, your troubles, and strife?
Get you from all your tribes men who are wise, understanding, and
knowledgeable, and I will place them at your head.” In other words,
Moshe Rabbeinu was telling us that the Jewish people must be united,
that in spite of their differences and their quarrels, they must
pick leaders who will work one with another. One man and one point
of view cannot rule the Jewish people. The Jewish people must be
sensitive to all of the views within it, and nobody should try to
pin responsibility for Jewish failures and moral lapses on one group
alone. That's why before Moshe tells us about the appointment of
his council he hints at all the places that the Jewish people sinned:
at Paran, the Red Sea, the Arava, etc. Every Jewish group has made
migtakes in the past, and each of us has to take responsibility for

them.

Many secularists today blame the Holocaust on the rabbis in Europe
because they told their people not to go to America and Israel.
Look how many people could have been saved if these people had left

before Hitler rose to power! On the other hand, many in the ultra
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orthodox camp blame the secularists for the Holocaust because many
secularists said that they did not need G-d anymore so, therefore,

G-d withdrew his protection from the Jewish people. Many ultra orthodox
say it was the irreligious and immoral attitude of the secularists

which caused the Holocaust. All these accusations only lead to hatred
and division. They are completely counter-productive. Because each

group is not willing to take respomsibility for their own lapses,

the Jewish people disintegrates.

That's what the rabbis say happened right before the destruction

of the second Temple. They say the second Temple was destroyed because
of senseless hatred. We Jewish people have only survived all these
years because each one of us was willing to take personal responsibility
for our own mistakes. We did not blame each other for our own faults.
We knew there was enough blame to go around for everybody. In those
periods of Jewish history where we have adopted an attitude of hatred

towards each other, it has caused terrible Tzores to come upon us.

We always read the Torah portion Devoreem before Tisha B'Av. This

is to teach us two things: one, that senseless hatred led to the
destruction of the Temple and Jewish life; and, two, that it is up

to us to implement G-d's teachings in the world. It is up to us

to build Jewish life as fully as possible in the real world. Jewish
success in the past in other countries and cultures has been based

on the fact that we have always believed in individual responsibility
and the fact that G-d helps those who help Him make this a better
world. If they would not let us own land, we became jewelers, bankers,

and merchants. If they would not let us be lawyers or doctors, we




